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Welcome to our self-guided walking tour of Lutsk. We hope this program will help you enjoy the historical highlights
of our city - a city that has experienced nearly every influence that has affected Ukraine over the last 1000 years.
But before we start, remember, the tour may take 1 %2 to 2 hours - if you need food, liquid refreshment or a

caffeine boost during your tour, the route will take you past, or near, numerous restaurants, cafes, coffee houses
and bars. Any of them will be happy to help you solve your problem.

With the assistance of the Lutsk Tourist Information and Services Center Visitlutsk.com.


http://visitlutsk.com/




A. Theater Square

Theater Square
@ GPS: 50.746699, 25.324993

OK, let's go! We suggest you start your tour at the
Theater Square (the Maydan Teatralnyy) often referred
to as “the center”. Starting here will allow you to walk
back in time from modern days to the beginnings of
Lutsk, more than 900 years ago. Stand in the square
looking down Lesya Ukrainka Street - the long
pedestrian street to the south. Behind you, across Voli
(Freedom) Boulevard, is the Tsum department store
(currently under reconstruction following a devastating
fire, it is expected to re-open by the end of summer,
2012). It along with many of the buildings beyond it are
examples of typical construction during the Soviet era in Lutsk. To your right is the statue of Lesya Ukrainka, one of
Ukraine’s most beloved authors. Behind Lesya is the Taras Shevchenko Regional Drama and Music Theater. Both of
these are relatively recent additions to Lutsk, the theater having been completed in the 1930’s and the statue
appearing in the 1970’s. Do you see and hear the people walking through the square?

Two hundred years ago, the sound was different, as this area served as a parade ground for Russian troops, who
occupied Lutsk beginning in 1795, when the city became part of the Russian Empire. This area was the limit to
northern expansion of the city until the 20th century, and much of the land around you was occupied by public
parks.

B. Holy Trinity Orthodox
Cathedral
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Finally, to your left is the Holy Trinity Orthodox
Cathedral, one of the landmarks of Lutsk.

It was built in the period from 1752 - 1755, and was
originally a Catholic Church and Bernardine monastery
complex. In the ebb and flow of religious influences in
Lutsk, the latter half of the 19th century saw the
complex pass to the control of the Orthodox Church.
With the construction of the bell tower and dome in
1880, the cathedral became the center for the
Orthodox community. The cathedral is a two-story building in a horseshoe shape, with two towers in the central
portion of the fagade. This composition is rare for a monastery and is more like the architecture of a palace. The
interior cathedral décor, still preserved today with a two-level carved and gilt iconostasis created by Ukrainian
masters, dates back to the 19th century. The cathedral is the dominant architectural feature of the Theater Square



